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FROM BANCHORY TO ZIMBABWE 
Letter from Donald Walker in Zimbabwe              28 February 2010 
 
Thanks 
What an honour and privilege it has been for me to be the Parish Minister of 
Banchory-Ternan West for these past 15 years, 1995 – 2010, and for Judith, 
Ewan, Hannah and myself to be part of a wonderful church fellowship and 
community.  We are profoundly grateful to God for the worship, for the preaching 
and teaching, for the foundation of prayer, for the youth programme, for lives 
touched and transformed, for the vision to reach out into Banchory and far 
beyond.  Together as minister, Kirk Session and congregation we have learned 
much, together we have endeavoured to build on the good work already 
established, and together we have looked for new ways of being the church under 
the vision statement of Glorify, Gather, Grow.  Thank you too for the privilege of 
being involved in your lives in times of joy, celebration, illness, loss, or hardship.    
It has been a joy, too, to work alongside Tony Stephen and Mary Haddow.          
We will always have very happy memories of our time with you and of your love, 
encouragement and prayers.   
 
Gifts 
Before our departure Judith and I were given 
various gifts for which many, many thanks, 
including .... 
a) a beautiful framed Butterworth print of 
Bennachie. 
b) a very generous cheque 
c) a velvet pulpit fall depicting a cross, praying 
hands and dove, for St Columba's Church, 
Mutare 
d) a lovely banner from Sunday Fun with 
pictures, drawings, greetings and Romans 8:28 
– ‘In all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him’ 
e) a poster with many photographs of joint 
church activities from Banchory Christians Together  
  
The many cards we received from church members and friends from Banchory 
were hugely appreciated too.  We were humbled by your kind words and 
generosity.  Your good wishes and assurances of prayer mean a great deal to us. 
 
To Mutare   
Judith and I travelled well, 23-24 February, with all flights on time and all luggage 
arriving intact.  The Session Clerk met us at Harare Airport, and before travelling 
the 3 hours drive to Mutare we were able to fulfil the necessary immigration 
requirements. The city is in the eastern part of Zimbabwe, on the border with 
Mozambique, and surrounded by beautiful hills. We are settling well into a lovely 
house with spare room, overlooking gardens of tropical bushes and flowers, and 



with regular visits of opportunist monkeys seeking to forage!  Meantime we have 
been lent a small pick-up and, hopefully, we will soon have internet access at 
home. Although rain has fallen persistently over the past 2 weeks bringing cooler 
weather for which everyone is happy, the rains overall have been poor and late, 
and widespread failure of the maize crop is predicted.      
   
St Columba's Presbyterian Church, Zimbabwe 
Ever since we arrived we have felt warmly welcome but today, we were formally 
introduced and welcomed by the congregation.  I extended to the 120 adults or so 
and to the 20 children the greetings from Banchory West and presented the pulpit 
fall, with which they were delighted.  A worship leader and praise band led the 
service, different people were involved, I preached and shared in Holy 
Communion.  This is a very active church which seeks to build the fellowship and 
reach out with the love of Christ in all kinds of ways.  We are delighted to be here 
but are increasingly aware of the deep-seated issues, problems and hurts that 
exist in the country. 
 
‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever’ 
I am sure that the Lord has great and wonderful plans for Banchory West.  I was 
delighted to know that Rev Mary Haddow would be the Interim Moderator.   
Our prayers are with you as you elect a Nominating Committee and begin the 
process of calling a new minister to lead.  May God direct and bless you all. 
 
With our sincere thanks again, and love. 
 
Donald 
 
Email: donaldandjudithwalker@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 
The final sum collected for Donald and Judith 
came to £9,870.  
Part of it is going to buy a car, a necessity for 
Donald's work but without this contribution 
there would have been no way of paying for it. 
 
At the Songs of Praise £920 was collected for 
St Columba's Church Mutare, and a gift of 
£247.50 was also taken to the Church from 
Sunday Night Live.  
 

Cover drawing 
By Wendy Brown 



 

 

 

SPECIAL COMMISSION on SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS and the MINISTRY 
 

The General Assembly of 2009 has given this remit to the Special Commission: 
‘A Special Commission composed of nine persons, representative of the breadth 
and unity of the Church, to consult with all Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions and to 
prepare a study on Ordination and Induction to the Ministry of the Church of 
Scotland in the light of the issues  
(a) addressed in a Report welcomed by the General Assembly of 2007:                
‘A challenge to the unity: same-sex relationships as an issue in theology and 
human sexuality’                                                                                                           
and                                                                                                                         
(b) raised by the case of Aitken et al v the Presbytery of Aberdeen                        
and to report to the General Assembly of 2011.’ 
Part of the Special Commission’s proposed method of working is set out as 
follows:                                                                                                                 
‘We will prepare a short consultation paper which will invite Presbyteries and Kirk 
Sessions to express their views on the questions which we consider arise from 
our remit and the divisions in our Church which have led to our appointment.’ 
We hope to send out the consultation paper by the end of February 2010 and to 
have a consultation period until the end of May 2010, during which we expect 
every Presbytery and Kirk Session to hold a special meeting in order to prepare a 
response.   We will spend the latter part of the year in analysing the responses 
and preparing our report for the General Assembly of 2011.” 
 

A special meeting of the Kirk Session has been arranged for this purpose on 
Tuesday 27 April 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Centenary Hall.    
Any member of the Congregation is welcome to attend the meeting to observe. 
 

A Message from Malcolm Taberner,                                                                        
Co-ordinator of Fabric, Finance and Facilities team… 
Members of the Congregation might like to know that the legacy received from the 
late Mr William Murray, a former Session Clerk of this Church has been allocated 
by the Kirk Session and in accordance with his wishes as follows: 

£8,000 to the Organ Fund 
£170,000 to the Fabric Fund 
£169,562.20 the remainder, to future development of our church buildings 

The item which appeared in last December’s Contact incorrectly stated that the 
legacy ‘could only be used for the buildings’.   
I apologise for inadvertently misleading members.                                               
The support given by Dr & Mrs Waugh and Mr & Mrs Gilbert to Mr Murray and the 
work they all did in winding up his estate to the benefit of Banchory-Ternan West 
Parish Church is gratefully acknowledged.    
  
 
 



 
 
  Sunday 28 March, Palm Sunday 
  10.30 am Morning Worship 
 

  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 29, 30, 31 March,  
  10.30 am Short Holy Week services in West Church 
 

  Maundy Thursday 1 April 
  7.30 pm   Joint East and West service with Communion,  
                        East Church   
 

  Good Friday 2 April 
  7.30am    Banchory Christians Together Walk with the Cross  
      starting from  East Church  
  7.30pm    Joint East and West Church service, West Church 
 

  Sunday 4 April, Easter Day 
  9.00am    Easter service at the Platties 
  10.00am  Easter Communion, Centenary Hall 
  10.30am  Easter Celebration 
 
 

PRAYER 
 

I have been asked to be Prayer secretary for the West 
Church.  
This involves encouraging and seeking to develop personal 
and collective prayer in the congregation. I would be very 
grateful for suggestions as to how this crucial aspect of our 
life as a church could be developed. 
 

Some issues which we might discuss are; 
- Would you like more information about the activities of the various groups in the  
  congregation?  
- Would you like more information about the activities of 
the people listed on the   
  weekly Order of Service sheet? 
- Why do so few people attend our congregational 
prayer meeting on Wednesday   
  evenings: is it the wrong time or the wrong day? 
The old saying is still true,  
‘The congregation that prays together grows together.’ 
 
At this important phase of our congregation's life it is 
more important than ever that we seek the Lord's 
guidance and blessing. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from you and praying with you. 
                                                                                               Jean Wallace (822259) 



BANCHORY CHURCHES’ FRIDAY COFFEES 
Tea, coffee (and herbal tea) and home bakes are served every Friday morning     
in the West Church hall from 10 to 12am.  It is a lovely place to meet friends and 
make new friends of all ages. It is run by volunteers from all the local churches. 
There are quite often fund raising stalls run during the morning for local charities. 
The money raised each year is given to good causes, all with local links.               
In 2009, £4000 was allocated as follows:   

Banchory Day Centre. £  200 
Cairn’s Counselling Centre, Aberdeen. £  350 

Forget-me-not Club, Dementia Support, Banchory. £  350 
MAF, Nairobi. £  400 

Signpost International, Dundee £  400 
Bulenga School, Uganda 

Banchory St  Ternan’s West Church 
 

£  400 
£1,900 

A big thank you from all these charities.                                            
A big thank you to everyone who supports Friday coffees                  

– whether you bake, serve, drink coffee or put out the tables. 
 

If you would like help in any way, please contact Jenny Smith 
(phone 820253 or email me at smithaj007@googlemail.com). 

 

 
CUTTING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINTS 
-as a Church                                                                                                         
The Church of Scotland wishes to address the issues of climate change in our 
stewardship of the world.  As part of this, it has requested that each church 
calculate its carbon footprint and seek to reduce this, with an aim of 5% per 
annum.  The West Church is now assembling the information to calculate its 
carbon footprint.  This means looking at our energy bills and 
using conversion factors to turn the energy figures into carbon 
dioxide equivalents.  We will be obtaining advice from various 
sources on actions to help us reduce our energy consumption, 
and making a plan which we can start acting on as soon as 
possible.  These actions will involve us all, so be ready to do 
your bit!                                                                                            
This work will also help us fulfill the requirements to apply for 
an Eco-Congregation Award, which we are almost ready to do. 
-and at home                                                                                                                  
If you would like to do your bit at home, look out your energy 
bills and think about your travel, and then see if you can reduce these.  Advice 
can be obtained from the Energy Savings Trust or SCARF web sites.  Search for 
the 'Act on CO2' web site, which has a calculator and tips to reduce your 
emissions.  Locally, the Banchory Energy Reduction Initiative (BERI) will be 
helping the community to save energy. 
 
 



         YOUTH NEWS 

            Seattle visit, 21 July – 4 August 
 

This summer 18 members of Banchory Edge and 7 leaders are 
heading to Seattle, Washington USA to partner with University 

Presbyterian Church in various service projects in their inner city.  
The young people will be serving in homeless shelters, food banks,  

youth clubs and other centres, working with those in need.   
The team would love your prayers.   

       Want to help in a practical way?  
       The team are keen to earn money towards their trip.   
       Here are some ways you can help them: 
 

 The team are available for babysitting and gardening work.  
 

         The team are making greetings cards to sell whenever you see them. 
 

         The team are hosting a fundraising   
Ceilidh 

                                                    in the Scout Hut     
        on Friday 26 March, 7.30 to 11.30 pm. 
       Tickets £10 waged, £5 unwaged. BYOB.                                
                             Theme: Stars or Stripes - dress accordingly!   
       Tickets from one of the team or a rookie. 
 

           The team will have a Home-Baking Stall at Friday coffees 
     on Friday 23 April, 10-12 am           
 

For more details contact Tony, any of the rookies (details on 
intimations) or one of the team. 
 
  

  Life so far as Rookie has been….. AWESOME!  
Having been brought up through Rock 
and Edge I have always admired all    
the rookies and what they did for all  

the young people.  
But now as a Rookie, I see how we can also gain so much 
from the kids in how they want to form relationships and  
have a great time with you. Getting to know Tony, Cheri and 
Tom and working with them has been an absolute joy too.  
Bring on the next 6 months! Will Rowett x 
  

HOLIDAY CLUB  

Needs YOU...... 

If you are up for some fun this summer now is the time to start thinking about 
Holiday Club. This year it is running from 9 to 13 August.  We would love to have 
you on board to join the fun. We need to have every helper disclosed so now is 
the time to act.  For details contact Rachel Read, rachel@banchory.plus.com  
Looking forward to having fun with you in the summer!! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  NEWS FROM ABA   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our partnership with the Presbyterian Urban Health Services in Aba is continuing 
to grow and strengthen.  The visit from Dr Obasi and Nnanna was a great blessing 
to us as a congregation and to the partnership. 
This partnership is between our congregation and Aba – it is God’s partnership 
and so it will continue to grow and flourish, even whilst individuals involved in the 
partnership may be moving on! Donald and Judith Walker have been instrumental 
in setting up this partnership...thank you for your vision and commitment!  The Kirk 
Session wrote to the Board of Governors of the Health Centre to assure them of 
their continued commitment to the partnership and their reply is on the Aba notice 
board. 
The new project manager is called Sylvestor.  He is working hard to move things 
forward.  They have received the £11,000 raised from the bike ride.  New plans 
have been drawn up for the new health Centre.  They are waiting for planning 
approval and work will start as soon as this is received. The plan is to start with a 
small centre that can start to generate income.  The centre could then expand its 
range of services. We are working with the Board to draw up a fully costed 
business plan to enable them to look for other sources of funding to expand the 
health centre.  
The new Africa Secretary for World Mission Council, Jennie Williamson,  is 

planning a visit to Nigeria, including Aba, in October 2010, this is to pave the way 

for a visit by the Moderator in early 2011.   

We are setting up a web site....   www.puhsaba.org   watch this space!! 
I hope you have seen the updated notice board in the Centenary Hall.....thanks 
Ruth!! 

Jenny Smith 
 
 
 
 

 



 HELP NNANNA TO BECOME A MINISTER!  
Friday Coffees, 16 April. 
 

The former Project Manager from Aba, Nnanna Uma  
(pictured above) has now started a four year course to  
Study for the Ministry.  
This means being separated from his wife and family for  
long periods.  
He is sure of his call, and is having to trust God for his 
finances during this challenging time. 
He endeared himself to many during his stay in Banchory; 
if you would like to show our friendship in a practical way, 
please support the stall at Friday coffees on 16 April. 
There will be baking and preserves, and also an  
‘Unwanted Gifts’ section. 
Please contribute items for sale, and come and buy too. 
Please come! 

 

 
WORLD CHURCH TEAM (WCT) 

 

Judith Walker has been World Church team coordinator  
about as long as there has been a World Church team!   
Thank you to Judith for helping Banchory West 
Church to become more aware of the worldwide 
family of Jesus Christ, to which we belong. 
 

Some of the things the WCT are involved in are;   
Guild projects, Church of Scotland HIV/AIDS 
project, Prayer for the World, Aba partnership, 
Support for Service Fund, Traidcraft, Partner 
Churches, Christian Aid. 
 

I have now taken on Judith’s role as World Church 
Coordinator – a hard act to follow!  
 

If you would like to be involved in World Church 
team in any way, please let me know. 
                                                            Jenny Smith 
(820253) or e-mail smithaj007@googlemail.com   

 
 

SOUPER SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped serve, made delicious 
soups and souper puds, washed up; and to those who came 
and ate them!!   
We raised a fantastic £864.82 for the Church of Scotland HIV 
Aids project. 

 



 

‘You have Cancer……………..’ 
 

The surgeon was very warm and caring as he told me, ‘You have Cancer…….’ 
But nothing could mask the stark, uncompromising ring of that word.  
It is difficult to utter the word in a detached manner. In a flash a word seems a 
sentence.  Some talk of ‘the Big C’ rather than utter the threatening word.  
It may quickly terminate all we hold dear in this life. It tells us we are but mortals. 
 

I should have seen it coming. Blood tests had suggested an underlying condition. 
‘We have no alternative to doing a biopsy’. And a few days later the Hospital 
phoned to say the Consultant wanted to see me at an early date.  
‘It sounds ominous’ Jean said. Deep down I knew she was right. Not even the 
surgeon’s assurance ‘we can cure you’ made the word any less chilling. 
 

I have always been pretty optimistic about most things - with the occasional 
wobble into deep dark thoughts! Although the operation had been arranged at 
fairly short notice I wasn’t particularly concerned. After preaching on the Sunday I 
told some of the congregation that I was going in to hospital in a couple of days 
almost as if I was going to visit a local supermarket.  But next morning the dark 
thoughts kicked in. The operation would take up to four hours. That sounded 
serious. What if this was terminal? Although I have had a very full, varied and 
rewarding life I wasn’t ready for this - not yet.  The previous Sunday had been the 
last Sunday of the year and I quoted what one of Scotland’s greatest sons, David 
Livingstone, had written in his diary a few days after H M Stanley had failed to 
persuade him to return to the UK…….. 
‘ March 19th. My birthday. My  Jesus, my King, my Life, my all, I again dedicate my 
whole self to Thee, Accept me and grant, O gracious Father, that ere the year is 
gone I may finish my work. In Jesus name I ask it, amen’.   
Less than a year later his life work was completed.   
I am greatly moved by these words of commitment but I didn’t want my life to end 
before the year was out. I was enjoying retirement and the privilege of leading 
worship in a variety of churches and meeting lots of wonderful people. It was great 
to have more time to study and prepare for Services after 34 years in a busy 
parish with at least three services every Sunday. 
 

What if this was terminal? The thought wouldn’t go away. I hurriedly searched 
through papers, still poorly organised after the flitting, to find a will I had written 
some years before. I didn’t want to cause Jean any unnecessary fuss in such an 
eventuality. And then it was time to go to hospital. That night I read one of my 
favourite Psalms, 139. It had meant a lot to us when the medics suggested that 
we should have our youngest daughter, as yet unborn, terminated because of the 
possibility of severe disability. We had no hesitation in rejecting that advice.  
 
Now at the other end of life it meant as much……  
‘all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came 
to be.’ ‘Your right hand will hold me fast’. 
 It was such a comfort - not fatalism but an assurance that He who holds the 



universe in place would hold my hand. And what if there was no to-morrow for me 
in this world? …“When I awake I am still with you.” 
And so I settled down for the night knowing the ‘peace of God which passes all 
understanding.’ 

Bill Wallace 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Two months on Bill is well on the way to full recovery. Tests indicate that there is 
no longer any cancer tissue in his body. He is extremely grateful to members of 
the congregation who have been so supportive in their prayers and in so many 
practical ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CARING FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

We would like to remind everyone that if they need short term practical help  
(for example following surgery, during an illness, after having a baby), then it  
is usually available, through the kindness of others in the church family.   
At this time when we do not have our own minister it will be  
more important than ever to look out for and look after each other.   
If you need or you know of any other member who needs short term 
practical help then please contact Pauline Rowett (823839), and she 
will endeavour to arrange practical help where possible. 
Also if you can offer practical help of any kind (e.g. cooking, cleaning, transport)  
then please let Pauline know so that she can ask you for help when others need it. 
 
CDs OF SERMONS 
 

We are hoping to be able to organise CDs of the sermons.  This would be on a 
monthly basis and there may be a small cost (say 20p per month).   
If you would like to receive these please contact Pauline Rowett 
(823839). 
 
BURGLARS? - OR ONLY BILL?! 
 

If you happen to pass by 2, Wilson Road and see lights on,   
a car outside and people about, please don’t call the Police!   
 

It’s only Rev Bill Stone, the Children and Families Worker at 
the East Church.   
 

Bill is acting as resident caretaker, looking after the Manse for us during our 
vacancy. 
 
           



 
FAIRTRADE 

 
I hope you didn’t miss the Fairtrade ‘SWAP’ campaign during Fairtrade fortnight!  
Please try to keep it up through the year – swapping some of your usual stuff for 
Fairtrade stuff is a small step that we can all take to help make the world a fairer 
place. 
A Fairtrade mark means.... 

� The producer gets a fair price 
� There is investment in developing communities and 

producers through the fair-trade premium....schools, 
roads etc  

� Better working conditions 

So think about what you could swap......as well as 
chocolate....lemons, sugar, cotton, footballs, flowers........ 
We run a Fairtrade stall at Friday Coffees on the second Friday of February, April, 
June, September and November.  We have stopped selling after Church on 
Sundays, partly because more and more Fairtrade items are available in the 
shops....so we need to encourage them by continuing to buy fair-trade and asking 
them to stock more fair trade items.  
Many big companies now produce or sell Fairtrade...Cadbury, Sainsbury’s, 
Starbucks, Marks and Spencers.  The shop, ‘Fair Trade Aberdeen’, which used 
to trade in St Mary's Chapel, Kirk of St Nicholas, has moved to new premises at 
101 George Street (opposite John Lewis), where it is open from 10am till 5pm, 
Monday to Saturday. Their motto is ‘Shop till no-one drops!’  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Girls’ Hostel at St Columba’s in Sialcot accommodates 
up to 400 girls while they receive supervised study, Christian 
education, and access to a computer lab.  
The girls come from poor Christian communities in rural 
Punjab where there are limited opportunities for education.  

 Recently, food and utility costs have increased, putting additional strain on the hostel’s 
budget. You can help our partner church in Pakistan to provide safe accommodation for girls 
while they study simply by collecting your used stamps which are sold to raise money. 

 

PLEASE PUT YOUR USED STAMPS INTO THE BOX IN THE WELCOME AREA 

 



 

THE MARRIAGE COURSE  

On Friday 5 February, 34 couples enjoyed a romantic dinner and great tips on 
what makes a marriage grow at the Banchory Lodge Hotel.   
This evening was a kick off to National Marriage Week and a taster for the 
Marriage Course.  Couples who have participated in the Marriage Course hosted 
tables and provided a special evening for their friends and acquaintances 
interested in learning more about the Marriage Course.  
We also heard ‘live testimony’ from Ian and Kathy Davy and other couples who 
gave helpful insight into the nature and quality of the Course.         
 
The Marriage Course is a practical seven-session course designed to help 
couples strengthen their relationship, and has been running in hundreds of venues 
around the UK since 1996 and in the Banchory area for over 3 years. There is no 
group work on the course; every session is centred round the couple, with regular 
breaks in the talk that give the couple an opportunity to discuss the subject of the 
evening.  
 

The topics covered include: Building Strong Foundations, The Art of 
Communication, Resolving Conflict, The Power of Forgiveness, The Impact of 
Family – Past and Present, Good Sex and Love in Action. The course is suitable 
for any couple – however long or short a time they have been together and 
whether they have a strong relationship or are struggling.   
As one Banchory West couple observed,       
 

‘We appreciated an evening wholly dedicated to ourselves 
as a couple. The Marriage Course is a stimulus to discuss 
issues you normally would not get around to talking about 
and provides excellent tools to use in dealing with conflict.   
The Marriage Course stresses the importance of dates  
(called ‘marriage time’) for the health of a relationship.  
This is something we have found helpful and will try to keep implementing.’   
 

We were thrilled with the response for the dinner and especially the response from 
so many couples interested in doing the Course this Spring and next Autumn.  
The Spring Course is already full with 5 couples, and in the Autumn there will be 
two Courses running which are currently half full.  Late this Spring there will also 
be a single evening session specifically for couples who have one partner working 
away much of the time.  If this situation describes you or a couple you know, 
watch for the date to be announced around Easter.   
 

We all want our relationships to last a lifetime, and The Marriage Course provides 
tools that can help us build a strong marriage and to keep love alive our entire 
lives.  Contact Geordie and Sharon Ziegler at banchorymc@btinternet.co.uk),   
tel 824326 to find out more about how you can join one of next Autumn’s courses.  
 
 


